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September 8, 2025 — A Lunar Eclipse at 1:52am.

This full lunar eclipse was only visible from this side of the world—not in North
America—so I wasn’t sure if I’d catch it from my apartment balcony in Japan. But I
set an alarm, woke up at 1:30am just in case... and there it was. The moon, glowing
and unobstructed, hanging perfectly in view. The real challenge? Staying awake
long enough to see the shadow creep in. Here’s my iPhone shot at 1:52am. Not bad
for a half-asleep photographer!
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no interest in doing so, and journalists could only rely on the volunteer efforts
of the Iraq Body Count website (www.iragbodycount.org).

It seems even more hopeless after December 2024 to account for the terror
and violence unleashed in Syria since the dismantlement of the nation-state
shredded the very fabric of a diverse, pluralistic society. The new order is
ahistorical, imposed by a Jihadist outfit that is affiliated, through a complex
system of acronyms ranging from ISIL, to ISIS, to HTS, all the way back to al-
Qaeda.

We know of the destructive passions of the Jihadi elements now in charge of
Syria. They were apparent in the extensive damages assessed in early 2017
to Aleppo, a trading hub that over centuries had seen the passage of Hittites,
Assyrians, Arabs, Mongols, Mamelukes and Ottomans, and finally HTS.

We know that the continuum of destruction serves a brutal purpose. In
early 2015, when reporting on the ISIL-devastated World Heritage Site of
Hatra, between the historic Euphrates and Tigris rivers, the head of the UN
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) told us so: “We
see clearly how terrorists use the destruction of heritage in their strategy
to destabilize and manipulate populations so that they can assure their own
domination.”

What will happen to our collective humanity as
we continue to lose links to civilizational histories
such as that of Mesopotamia?

The world’s oldest soap: Aleppo’s traditional soap
industry has not been spared.

1 “Urging international action, UNESCO chief condemns ISIL's ‘cultural cleansing'in Irag”, UN News, Global Perspective Human stories, February 27,
2015, https://news.un.org/en/story/2015/02/492232
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Circles of Time

Atiya Hussain
September 11, revisited

This year, September 11 feels different.

Until late 2024, my memories of the day planes brought down New York’s
twin towers were of crisp fall weather, and a brilliant blue sky that I found so
difficult to reconcile with Manhattan’s unrecognizable cityscape.

Last year’s destruction of Syria has addled narratives that started with al-
Qaeda’s attacks.

Nearly 3,000 people are thought to have died on that September day in New
York.

By contrast, data for the anti-terrorist response to September 11 is far more
difficult to pin down. The response to the terrorist attack on New York
unfolded in military action in Afghanistan and Pakistan between October
2001 and August 2021; in Iraq, from March 2003 to August 2021; in Syria from
September 2014 to May 2021; and in Yemen between October 2002 to August
2021.

A paper from Brown University’s Watson Institute estimates 900,000 deaths
directly to the twenty years of war that followed 2001.

That number - 300 times the loss of life in New York - includes U.S. military
and opposition fighters, humanitarian workers, journalists and civilians.

Direct civilian deaths estimated around 375,500 are 125 times that of 9/11.

Not featuring in that list is Libya, its socialist leader toppled in 2011, replaced
by years of chaos dominated by various armed groups. Nor does the data
include indirect effects of war, such
sovenns o van 4 as the impact of active shooting
| B .
ot on medical treatment of cancer

Direct War Deaths in Major War Zones,
Afghanistan & Pakistan (Oct. 2001 - Aug, 2021); Iraq (March 2003 - Aug. 2021); Syria (Sept. 2014 - May

20210 Yemen (Ock. 2002-Aug,202.1) and Other Post-/ 11 War Zunest or malaria for examp]e, or po]io
- immunizations, or even the mind-
s s e | boggling consideration that entire

3 i5 - - 21

B wmonwarure

US. Military”

e e |+ mee | DOSpital systems can be destroyed

e I 22 i == when nation-states are bombed

463197 | 24,0997 | I85831-| 950007 | 12,6907 A 363,939-

387,072

=« | back to the stone age.

A

301,933

B 680
B

»| It wasradical, in the immediate
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“Human Cost of Post-3/11 Wars” https://costsofwarwatson.brown.edu/paper/human-cost-
post-911-wars-direct-war-deaths-major-war-zones (Accessed September 16, 2025)
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