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BlueCat, Shoe Lady
STONE CRAB SEASON EST ARRIVEE

Blue Shoe Diaries
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Once again, stone crab season started on October 15, and that means it’s time for
Joe’s. The claws are cold, cracked, and perfect as ever. If you've been, you know:
there’s a rhythm to it. The white tablecloths, the lime wedges, the endless side
dishes. And yes, the not-so-secret must-order item, the fried chicken! Crisp, golden,
and juicy, it somehow holds its own next to the star crustaceans. Joe’s isn’t just a
meal. It’s a seasonal ritual. And I'm always happy to be part of it.
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“Tactical frivolity” on full display.
Source:
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2025/10/22/trump-ice-portland-no-kings-protest

side of the borders that
Independence had painted
onto the Indian sub-
continent. Border crossings
were difficult, then as now.
Shielded by our father’s
diplomatic credentials, we
took the little box onto the
plane and to the Indian side
of the border. Worried, we
watched his/her difficulty
breathing once the plane
reached altitude. Someone
thought to keep him damp.
He seemed to recover once
we landed, and we managed
to keep him in the box long
enough to take him to our

native place. Once there, he/she became an instant celebrity. Ordinary
people lined up to see the little Pakistani frog! He gave up fame to
disappear, likely very happily, into his new garden, not caring about its

nationality.
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Circles of Time

Atiya Hussain

Transgressive frogs: Then and Now

October 2025 saw an
army of frogs paraded
across our streets

and screens. Mostly,
they were silly, as
demonstrators made
their unwieldy point

in inflatable costumes.
Others were plastered
on walls in Portland,
epicenter of the Frog
Brigade, their bulging
eyes expressing horror
and inviting onlookers
tojoin in in the defense
of individual and citizen
rights.

The contagion of
silliness was effective ;
in combating what : B\

has been described by the heaviness of authoritarian tendencies
everywhere. I was certainly not alone in following the protests...

After several days of watching inflatable dancing, [ remembered my
decades earlier encounter with a frog that also overcame human
limitations. I was just a little girl and my curiosity outweighed any
squeamishness at the frog, so small he fit into a matchbox. Trapped in
the flimsy box, the little frog had little say in the transgressive voyage
that awaited him, across post-colonial borders and post-colonial
antagonisms.

I seem to remember him as being green, but he might very well have
been a brownish common tree frog.

My family, Indian citizens, were visiting our relatives on the other
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